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The Crime of Bribery and Cases of Exemption from Punishment

(A Comparative Study)

Prepared by: Omar Al-Smadi

Supervised by: Dr. Ismail AlHalalmeh
Abstract

The subject of the crime of bribery and cases of exemption from punishment in
Jordanian and comparative law is one of the controversial topics. The descriptive
analytical approach and the comparative approach were used. The problem of the study
in general is the ambiguity in determining what is considered a bribery crime from
economic crimes and what is not, and the insufficiency of legal texts related to
criminalizing bribery, whether in mitigating or aggravating cases. The first chapter dealt
with the general framework of the study. The second chapter dealt with the concept of a
financial crime that harms the public interest, then the third chapter, which dealt with
the provisions of the crime of bribery and distinguishing it from others, its legal nature
and its elements. In the fourth chapter, cases of exemption of the briber and the
intervener and its effect on the public employee were dealt with. The study concluded
with a number of results, the most prominent of which were: It is clear from the text of
Article 170 of the Jordanian Penal Code that the legislator referred to the process of an
employee trading in his job duties through an agreement to receive a benefit in
exchange for performing a certain work, which is called bribery. Bribery is in fact an
employee’s exploitation of an authority granted to him by violating the instructions and
laws that regulate this authority. The study recommends amending the text of Article
172 of the Penal Code, whereby the excuse is exempt when the crime of bribery is
revealed before the competent authorities become aware of it, and the excuse is
mitigated after the competent authorities become aware of it and before a final judgment

is issued and Before referral to court.

Keywords: Bribery crime, exemption from punishment, Jordanian law,

Egyptian law.
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